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KO? PEL : host As>e r i cans have never heard of it. Tver, f e«e . 

Suriasat, • northern neighbor of Braz.il wedged between Guy 
beer. attracting i fair amount o: ini emationa 1 attention i 
colonial backwater until 1975. Its government is flirting* 

Nicaraguans an c just a couple of months age signet a frier 
is only a tiny country with a population of fewer than 40C 
a little larger than Georgia, but nr. the current political < 

friend of Fidel Castrc is viewer as part of a larger trout 

3 o u u f. Am e . i te -.r. c the Ga rib be an , ^ h* T hnc or c i i saa l e , as Gar i Be ms t c an z dudc u u l 

in this exclusive report, the Keagan acnini S ! rat i or. was ready to turn concern ante 
action. »* 

BEN. NS - a _ K' : Presibent Keagan last year authoraz.ee the Gentraj intelligence Agencv tc 
undertake covert actions aime d at overt hrowing the government of the tiny? South 
American stiate of Suraname. The rationale of the president and the ClA to justify 
suen a c. i orj^ p^'Jha t Suraname's military leader, t former physical education instructor 
named Soul erst, was leading his country towsrc the arms cf Tioel Gaistrc. That 

W * &£ .^ feS: wir ‘ ter ~ r “ Member. As required by law, Central Intelligence Agency Director 
Wa Iliac Gasey went tc Gapitcl Hill tc inf err. the house anc Senate intelligence 
Committees cf the impending operation, a aul t : -mi 1 1 : or dollar plan tc create a 
F" - * ** ~ D “ce c: exiles fror Suraname tc overpower the country's amre amc topnle 

Bouterse, but according tc congressional sources, the accini strati on ' s plkn caused* a 
full-scale revolt or both committees by Democrats anc Kepubi scans alike. The threat 
to hemispheric security, cited by the President and the ClA, simply did net exist, the 
^ c “£ - e s so er. argued. cvioence that Gastrc wa.s manipulating the government in Suraname 
or gsicirig a ci » - *-*-ry foothold ar. the country was virtually nonexistent, tbev tcic 
G»sey’. Bouterse had praisec Gastrc, allowed the Cubans a well— staffed embassv in 
Suriname's capital out little more. Wrong, says Surinamese political commentator Free 
Karte, now an exiled leader cf the Council tc Liberate Suriname. FEED KaKTE: The 
Cubans nave been visiting Suriname after Bouterse took over. Thev ' re advising 
Bou k e. s t . *hey re advising the minister of cul ture anc mod 1 a mat i on how tc teach the 
Suriname people how tc make a revolution. They are advising. giving niiitarv advice 
tc Bouterse. 

EEfcNSTEIN : American intelligence officials say they lack such specific information. 

They were and are concerned about what might happen. FEED XKLE (unoer Secretary cf 
Defense): W e are deeply concernec that this would be ar. extension cf the Cuban-s.ty j e 
totalitarian regimes that is emerging in Suriname, that we tar. ’ t be sure vet 


sure vet . 


BERNSTEIN: Within a week cf the ClA director’s appearance before the House 

Intelligence Committee, Chairman' Ldvarc Bel anc had written the presioent that members 
were virtually unanimous in opposition to the Cl/. 1 s plans. The* Senate committee also 
* ‘ ® rme c the t. r e s i 6 en , o * i t s v eh erne n t an c un i ted opoositi or. . i h e a cm imstrati on ha c 
become totally paranoic about Castrc, members told Casey, seeking confrontation with 
the Cubans at almost every.’ turn in the Americas. Things had gone too far. After 
listening tc the objections of the Bouse committee, Casey said the Cl/, would 

‘•heiess go ah esc v . l b 1 1 s pi an s . Th e law requires cn 1 v t ha t c cn g r es s i ona 1 
_nte. i. genet c om . ^ tees be .... c rme c c . covert acti on s . i h e c omm ittees have no p owe r 
tc veto such operations, but when Casey ran into i s-oiid wall of opposition on a 
Senate committee as well, he' and the White House reportedly began recons i Bering . 
Several weeks later the c ongr es s t cna 1 committees were informed by Casey that the plans 
for overthrowing the government in Suriname had been withdrawn, anc members seem 
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